
Who Settled Here First? 
Year 3                    Term 1 and 2 

Key Vocabulary  

Chronology The arrangement of dates or events in the order 
in which they occurred.  

Archaeology The study of the buildings, graves, tools and 
other objects that belonged to people who lived 
in the past, in order to learn about their culture 
and society. 

BC Before Christ. A way of dating years before the 
birth of Jesus. The bigger the number BC -  the 
longer ago in history is was.  

AD  Anno Domini - “in the year of our Lord”. AD is 
used to show dates after the birth of Jesus. This 
year is AD 2018.  

Hunter-
gatherers 

People who found food from their local 
environment and then moved from site to site 
depending on the season. They moved wherever 
they needed to get food from.  

Tribe A social division in a traditional society 
consisting of families or communities linked by 
social, economic, religious, or blood ties, with a 
common culture and dialect, typically having a 
recognized leader. 

Herd A large group of animals, especially hoofed 
mammals, that live together or are kept 
together as livestock. 

Extinct (of a species, family, or other larger group) 
Having no living members. 

Evolving Developing gradually. 

Neanderthal An extinct species of human that was widely 
distributed in ice-age Europe 
between c. 120,000 and 35,000 years ago, with a 
receding forehead and prominent brow ridges. 
The Neanderthals were associated with the 
Mousterian flint industry of the Middle 
Palaeolithic. 

Inhumane Without compassion for misery or suffering; 
cruel. 

Civilisation The stage of human social and cultural 
development and organization that is 
considered most advance 

Key Facts 

The Stone Age  
• The period of prehistory in Britain generally refers to 

the time before written records began. It begins when 
the earliest hunter-gatherers came to Britain from 
Europe around 450,000 BC and ends with the invasion 
of the Romans in AD 43. 

• It was thousands of years ago during the Stone Age 
when the primary purpose of human beings was to 
protect themselves from other beings and feed 
themselves. 

• Stone Age means the earliest known period of 
prehistoric human culture symbolized by the use of 
stone tools. 

• The Stone Age was almost 2.5 million years ago. It is 
divided into three different periods:  
Palaeolithic also known as  Old Stone Age 
Mesolithic also known as  Middle Stone Age 
Neolithic also known as New Stone Age 

Key Dates 

All dates shown below are approximate. 
 
800,000 BC Earliest footprints in Britain 
  
400,000 BC Earliest hearth in Britain  
 
10,000 BC End of the last Ice Age  
 
6000 BC Land bridge to Europe flooded 
  
4000 BC Adoption of agriculture  
 
3000 BC Stonehenge started  
 
3000 BC Skara Brae built  
 
2300 BC Bronze working introduced  
 
1600 BC Stonehenge abandoned 
  
1200 BC First hillforts  
 
800 BCE Ironworking introduced  
 
120 BC Coins introduced from Europe  
 
54 BC First Roman invasion (Julius 
Caesar)  
 
AD 43 Second Roman invasion 
(Claudius)  

Key Texts  

The Iron Man by Ted Hughes 
The Stone Age Boy by Satoshi Kitamura  
UG – Boy Genius of the Stone Age  by Raymond Briggs 

 
 
 
 
 

How do we find out about the past and is it true?  
How do we know about the Stone Age?  
What’s important about a load of old bones?  
Why do people live together?  
Which would be a better place to settle- Cheddar Gorge or Skara Brae? 


