
 

 
 
St Anne’s Primary School Calculation Policy  
 

1. Rationale 
 

This policy has been developed as a teaching staff and builds upon the guidance set out by 
the Learning Exchange as well as the Curriculum 2014. It is necessary to ensure 
consistency and progression of methods for calculation throughout the school. This guidance 
provides teachers with a clear path of progression in calculation, allowing them to help 
children progress and identify stages of progression that children are struggling with. 
 
Although examples given are end of year expectations for specific year groups, it is vital that 
children move through the progressions at their own pace; one which matches their 
capabilities in mathematics.  
 
Alongside the teaching of these calculations, children will be offered a range of non routine 
problem opportunities in which they will apply their acquired skills.   
 
Reasons for using written methods: 

 To aid mental calculation by writing down some of the numbers and answers 
involved 

 To make clear a mental procedure for the pupil 

 To help communicate methods and solutions 

 To provide a record of work to be done 

 To aid calculation when the problem is too difficult to be done mentally  

 To develop and refine a set of rules for calculations 
 

2. Aims 
 

 To support greater consistency in teaching of calculation across the school 

 To allow children to develop understanding of calculations at their own pace 

 To build upon models and images introduced to promote conceptual understanding  

 To provide reference and guidance on the teaching of calculation skills to teachers, 
support staff, parents and carers. 

 
3. Organisation  

 
Teachers will establish mental methods based on a good understanding of place value 
within their classrooms. In practise, this will involve daily counting using a variety of visual 
resources, music and practical activities. Use of informal jottings to aid mental calculations 
will follow. Teachers will use visualisers to effectively model although children will be 
encouraged to ‘find their own method’ of solving a problem. Children will be offered models 
and images to promote understanding. Early in KS2, children will be taught partitioning and 
recombining before being introduced to expanded methods for addition and subtraction and 
will use number lines for division. They will use partitioning with the grid method for 
multiplication. Children will be encouraged to check their calculations with the inverses to 
continue to deepen understanding of relationships between numbers. When ready children 
will develop expanded methods into standard written form.    
 


